
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nasher Sculpture Center Announces Inaugural Artist Microgrant 
Winners 
 
Five North Texas Artists Chosen to Receive Grants to Support Studio Practices 
 
DALLAS, Texas (May 1, 2015) – The Nasher Sculpture Center announces the winners of the 
inaugural Nasher Sculpture Center Artist Microgrants, a program which provides twice-annual 
financial support to North Texas artists through the distribution of small-sum grants.  
 
Chosen by a jury of Dallas-based artists Frances Bagley, Annette Lawrence, and John Pomara and 
the Chicago-based artist Tony Tasset, as well as Nasher Assistant Curator Leigh Arnold and Nasher 
Curator of Education Anna Smith, each spring 2015 awardee will receive $1000 to realize projects 
related to their studio practice. Another round of microgrants will be awarded in the fall. 
 
“Artists are typically very resourceful in finding ways to bring their ideas to fruition,” says Director 
Jeremy Strick, “but since even the savviest artist sometimes can’t realize the hopes for a project 
without some outside financial assistance, the Nasher is proud to have initiated this microgrant 
program in support of our artist community. Need for this program was demonstrated by the large 
number of applications we received, and we’re grateful to our strong panel of jurors for their hard 
work in selecting an impressive group of talented artists to receive this first round of awards.” 
 
The spring 2015 Nasher Microgrant awardees are:  
 

 Christopher Blay, Fort Worth. Blay plans to realize a video production and installation of 
the project Kara Walker Texas Ranger which considers the history of violence toward African 
Americans by police and other armed authorities. The project will be done in collaboration 
with New York puppeteers Lake Simons and Christopher Green. 

 Brick Haus Collective, Denton.  Artists Rachel Fisher and Abby Sherrill will use funds to 
establish an artist-run incubator space in Denton which will include affordable studio spaces 
as well as opportunities for artists to collaborate and participate in exhibitions, performances 
and instructional workshops.  

 Celia Eberle, Dallas. Eberle has been using stone and natural materials in her work in 
recent years which require pneumatic tools to carve, so she plans to use her microgrant to 
purchase a new compressor to operate carving tools.  

 Jeff Gibbons, Arlington. Gibbons will use his funds to rent a studio space in Dallas and pay 
for the transport of his work to national and international exhibitions at this critical point in his 
career. 

 Margaret Meehan, Dallas. Meehan often uses clay in her artistic practice and has always 
had to rely on outside sources for the use of a kiln to fire the work. However, she recently 



was able to purchase a kiln, and she will put her Nasher microgrant funds toward hiring an 
electrician and purchasing an environmental vent to make it function safely in her studio. 

 
The inaugural Nasher Microgrants are made possible by the generous support of Michael M. 
Corman and Kevin Fink, and Christen and Derek Wilson. 
 
About the Nasher Sculpture Center: 
 
Located in the heart of the Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center is home to the Raymond 
and Patsy Nasher Collection, one of the finest collections of modern and contemporary sculpture in 
the world, featuring more than 300 masterpieces by Calder, de Kooning, di Suvero, Giacometti, 
Gormley, Hepworth, Kelly, Matisse, Miró, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, Serra, and Shapiro, among others.  
 
The longtime dream of the late Nashers, the museum occupies a 2.4-acre site and is comprised of a 
55,000 square-foot building designed by world-renowned architect Renzo Piano, and a 1.4 acre 
garden designed in collaboration with landscape architect Peter Walker. The museum seamlessly 
integrates the indoor galleries with the outdoor garden spaces, creating a museum experience unlike 
any other in the world. On view in the light-filled galleries and amid the garden grounds are a rotating 
selection of works from the Collection, as well as important exhibitions of modern and contemporary 
sculpture, including Sightings, a series of small-scale exhibitions and site-specific installations that 
explore new work by established and emerging artists. In addition to the indoor and outdoor gallery 
spaces, the Center contains an auditorium, education and research facilities, a cafe, and a store.  
 
Conceived for the exhibition, study, and conservation of modern and contemporary sculpture, the 
Nasher Sculpture Center also presents a diverse array of educational and cultural programs in 
dialogue with the Collection and special exhibitions, such as 360: Artists, Critics, Curators, a lecture 
series featuring art-world visionaries in conversations focused on sculptural themes. 
 
The Nasher Sculpture Center is open Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm, and from 10 am 
to 5 pm on the first Saturday of each month. Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for 
students, and free for children 12 and under and members, and includes access to special 
exhibitions. For more information, visit www.NasherSculptureCenter.org. 
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214.242.5177 
lsimek@NasherSculptureCenter.org 
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Social Media and PR Coordinator 
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